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ABSTRACT

Objective: This study sought to gather representative data regarding the length of time women who were raped before age
18 delayed prior to disclosing such rapes, whom they disclosed to, and variables that predicted disclosure within 1 month.
Method: Data were gathered from 3,220 Wave II respondents from the National Women's Study (Resnick, Kilpatrick.
Dansky, Saunders. & Best. 1993). a nationally representative telephone survey of women's experiences with trauma and
mental health. Of these, 288 retrospectively reported at least one rape prior to their 18th birthday. Details of rape experiences
w e r e a n a l y z e d t o i d e n t i f y p r e d i c t o r s o f d i s c l o s u r e w i t h i n 1 m o n t h . . . . _ . • - . _ _
Results: Fully 28% of child rape victims reported tiiat they had never told anyone about their child rape prior to the research
interview; 47% did:hotdisclose'for"over 5 years post-rape.; Close friends were die most ■common confidants. Younger age
at-'the- time-df rape, family, relationship' with- die perpetratorv.and- experiencing^a:series..of..rapes.were.;associated^iuV
disclosure latencies longer than I month; shorter delays we're associated with stranger rapes;, Logisticregression revealed

.CthatlgFat "rape"arid knowing the perpetrator were independently predictive of delayed disclosure."'-;
Conclusions:-Delayed"disclosure of childhood.'rape was"yery''corruiion, ahdlorig delays were typical'. Few variables were

piddisclosure: This suggests that the likelihood of disclosure in a giyeq case is difficult to estim
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