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Investigated the abilities of children with mental retardation to remember the details
of a personally experienced event. A simulated health check was administered to 20
children with mental retardation and 40 normally developing children, half matched
on mental age (MA) and half matched on chronological age (CA) with the children
with mental retardation. The children's memory was assessed immediately after the
health check and 6 weeks later. Overall, the children with mental retardation accu
rately recalled the health check features, provided detail, and resisted misleading
questions about features that did not occur. The group with mental retardation per
formed similarly to the MA matches on virtually all of the memory variables. The chil
dren with mental retardation performed worse than the CA matches on most of the
memory variables, although (hey were able to recall a similar number of features. The
findings are discussed in terms of the ability of children with mental retardation to
provide accurate testimony.

Although children's testimony has been studied ex
tensively in recent years (sec Ceci & Bruck, 1995), the
vast majority of investigations have focused on nor
mally developing children. Children with intellectual
disabilities are at an increased risk for abuse (Elliott &
Elliott, 1992; Schilling, Kirkham, & Schinkc, 1986;
Zirpoli, Snell, & Loyd, 1987). yet little is known about
their abilities to remember their experiences over time,
to report those experiences accurately, and to resist oth
ers' suggestions (Gordon, Jens, Hollings, & Watson,
1994). Furthermore, little information is available
about what interviewing techniques would help these
children provide accurate and complete accounts of
their experiences (Bull, 1995; Dent, 1986).
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Even though little attention has been directed to tes
timony of children with mental retardation, two areas
of literature are relevant: studies of the autobiographi
cal memory performance of normally developing chil
dren and explorations of the basic memory skills of
children with mental retardation. In the autobiographi
cal memory literaUire, age differences in the abilities of
normally developing children to remember personally
experienced events routinely have been reported.
These studies (see, e.g., Baker-Ward, Gordon,
Ornstein, Larus, & Clubb, 1993; Ornstein, Baker-
Ward, Gordon, & Mcrritt, 1997) indicate that younger
children typically recall less information than older
children, both immediately after an event and after time
delays of various durations. Younger children also
show more forgetting over time than do older children
and arc more susceptible to misleading questions.
Given these age differences, it seems reasonable to ex
pect that children with mental retardation would not re
member the details of their personal experiences as
well as normally developing children of the same chro
nological age (CA).

Consistent with this expectation, the literature on
the basic memory skills of children with mental retar
dation suggests that children with moderate levels of
mental retardation routinely perform below the levels
of their age-mates on many but not all types of memory
tasks. For example, although children with mental re
tardation may not exhibit a deficit in comparison with
their normally developing peers in terms of their per-
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