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Seventy-six children (5 to 10years old), who were referred be
cause of concerns about sexual abuse, were interviewed as
part of a larger study testing the efficacy of a computer-
assisted interview in sexual abuse evaluations. Data from
initial interviews were coded according to tlie presence of dis
closure and the details revealed about sexual abuse. The pres
ence and amount of corroboration were coded through case
review. Although 56 children were coded as having disclosed
prior to evaluation, only 44 subjects disclosed during the ini
tial interview. Only 1 child disclosed spontaneously. An ad
ditional 8 children (11 %) disclosed possible sexual abuse in
a second or later interview. Although girls disclosed at a
higher rate than boys, children did not differ in the amount or
types of information they provided about alleged sexual
abuse. Findings are discussed in terms of the conceptualiza
tion of disclosure as a process. Implications for interviewing
strategies are addressed.

Studies of adult survivors of child sexual assault indi
cate a striking tendency on the part of child victims
not to tell anyone about their abuse experiences
(Mendel, 1995; Russell, 1983). Yet, children's state
ments about sexual abuse are often the only available
evidence that victimization has occurred (Reiser,
1991) and they provide the legal basis for child protec
tion and criminal justice system intervention. In view
of the critical importance of children's statements
about sexual abuse, researchers and clinicians have at
tempted to understand the complexities of disclo
sure. In the current study, characteristics of and fac
tors associated with disclosure were examined among
children who received evaluations for possible sexual
abuse.

The importance of children's statements in the
evaluation of sexual abuse has been well established,
although debate about the nature of children's disclo
sures continues. For example, whether and to what
degree disclosure of sexual abuse is a process has sig
nificant implications of how child interviews should
be conducted (Faller, Everson, & Lamb, 1997).
Empirical findings are mixed. Some scholars have
characterized disclosure as a distinct event in which a
child makes a straightforward report of sexual abuse
(Bradley & Wood, 1996; Ceci & Bruck, 1995). Such a
disclosure may be accidental or deliberate (Sgroi,
Blick, & Porter, 1982) but nonetheless is viewed as an
identifiable and discrete occurrence. By contrast, oth
ers have conceptualized disclosure as a process of
incremental revelations that may include denial or
recantation. Some evidence exists that supports the
process view of disclosure (Berliner & Conte, 1990;
Koverola & Foy, 1993; Lawson & Chaffin, 1992; Soren-
son & Snow, 1991; Summit, 1983).

If disclosure is a singular event, the child interview
may be standardized and structured to elicit a narra
tive account of the sexual assault. The event conceptu
alization implies the minimal need for media such as
dolls or drawings in child interviews. Furthermore, a
single interview with only a few open-ended queries
would be sufficient to obtain a coherent narrative
account from most sexually abused children. How-
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