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ABSTRACT

Aim: To assess the incidence and nature of concerns about sexual abuse, with particular reference to erroneous concerns
o f s e x u a l a b u s e m a d e b y c h i l d r e n . .
Methods: A review of case notes of all child sexual abuse reports to the Denver Department of Social Services oyer 12
months. Cases were put into four groups: substantiated, not sexual abuse, inconclusive and erroneous accounts by children.
Results: 551 cases were reviewed. Forty-three percent were substantiated, 21% were inconclusive and 34% were not
considered to be abuse cases. There were 14 (2.5%) erroneous concerns emanating from children. They comprised three
cases of allegations made in collusion with a parent, three cases where an innocent event was misinterpreted as sexual abuse
and eight cases (1.5%) of false allegations of sexual abuse.
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